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What does the term “merger” mean?
A merger occurs when there is an agreement that joins and

unites two existing synagogues into one new and stronger
synagogue in order to expand a community’s reach.

This is done to increase the community’s religious value

J J C FA M I LY
Since the recent notice sent to you, that we have formed a Merger Exploratory
Committee with the Woodbury Jewish Center, many congregants have contacted
us with numerous questions and concerns.
We absolutely want to hear your questions and concerns. However, due to our
being at the very earliest stage of the process, we may not be able to answer all
of your questions, but please know that it is our Intention that each and every
congregant be involved.
Throughout this process we want you to know that you can always reach out to
us with any questions or concerns, or just to provide suggestions, ideas and
feedback.

Thank You.
Merger Exploratory Committee Co-Chairpersons
Barbara Rosenblum – Brosenblum53@GMail.com
Mark Wilkow – Mark@JerichoJC.Org

See excerpt from New York Times article by Paul Vitello:
“Synagogues Are Merging, Delicately, as Jews Move” on page 12.
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JJC
From Our Rabbi
Rabbi Matthew Abelson
Each Tuesday, I walk
through the double doors
past the Beit Midrash and
head to the entrance of
the STEM school. I step
outside and watch the
cars pull up. Religious
School is about to begin.
Students collect at the entrance. They put on
their masks and enter the building. A sticky,
blue disinfectant pad sits adjacent to the
door. Each student stomps his/her feet on the
pad and then comes to me to have their
temperature taken. I raise the temperature
monitor to their forehead and get the reading.
As long as the student has no fever, he/she
proceeds to their classroom.
Clearly, the routines during the COVID
pandemic are different from the pre-COVID
period when students would enter, grab a
snack, and then walk through the hallway
peaking into each classroom they passed.
Nonetheless, we have an active religious
school and our new principal, Rachel
Treshan brings new energy and fresh ideas
In mid-November, we congregated on the
patio for a Havdalah service, marshmallow
roast, and game night. Families collected
around tables as we welcomed the new
week, snacked, and played games.
Tuesday afternoon is one of those moments
during the week that I look forward to most.
Our religious school is small, but our students
are exemplary. When she assessed our
students during the first weeks of class,
Morah Rachel commented on how skilled our
students were in reading and how much
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general Jewish knowledge they possessed.
In spite of only having religious school once a
week, our students have maximized their
opportunities to learn Hebrew, study the
holidays, and read Torah.
Visiting an elderly congregant recently, he
commented on how sad he was to see
children playing outside of school in masks.
The sight of children wearing masks upset
him terribly even though he himself was
terribly limited by the pandemic. He felt worse
for the children. Each of us have our own
particular challenges as we live through this
challenging time. I admire our students for
their poise in the midst of this unsettling time.
Attending religious school after public school
has never been easy, but considering how
restricted their experiences are during the
day, their willingness to add hours for the
sake of Jewish learning is all the more
impressive.
I mentioned that I look forward to Tuesdays.
That’s because not only do I get to see the
bright eyes of our students, but I also get to
learn the parsha shavua (section of Torah for
the week) with them. From 5:00-5:20 p.m., I
get on-line and enter a Zoom meeting for kita
hey, the oldest students; all of whom are
learning remotely at this time. From 5:20-5:40
p.m., I am with Morah Chari’s kita daled
group, which has the most students of any
class, with eight. And from 5:40-6:00 p.m., I
am with our youngest group. In each of the
classes, we read about thirty verses in
English, and along the way, I ask questions
to assess reading comprehension. Reading
from the Torah directly may seem too
challenging for students of these ages, but in

truth, our students are such talented English
readers that the verses from the Torah we
study together present few difficulties. Sure,
they encounter a few words that are outside
their vocabulary, and sometimes we read
passages with lots of names, none of which
are easy to pronounce. Reading directly
from the Torah is one of my passions as a
Jewish educator since I realized that many
Jews generally know the stories of the
Torah but have never actually read the
passages themselves.

gold the night before. Perhaps, Rebecca’s
brother and mother thought they could
extract more gifts from Abraham’s servant if
he stayed for ten more days.
In short, our religious school students are
bright and eager to learn. They embrace our
heritage and tradition and in the short
time we have together, they get a lot
accomplished. I want to express my
appreciation to their parents for maintaining
their commitment to their kids religious
training during these excruciatingly difficult
times. I also want to recognize Morahs Chari
and Leah, both of whom have taught in our
religious school for several years. They
stuck with us as we underwent a last minute
administrative change just as religious
school was beginning. The knowledge that
our students possess is a credit to their
engagement and effort. I also want to
express my excitement about our new
religious school director, Rachel. Not only
has she served as director, but she has
been teaching the kita hey class and
managed to create an entirely new
curriculum as well, all within the first month
of school.

Our students ask the best questions and
also give great answers. When we studied
parshat Bereishit, which describes the
creation of the universe, one student asked,
“And who created G-d?” As I formulated an
answer, I marveled at the question itself and
realized how embedded in it were profound
theological and philosophical issues. During
parshat Noah, we read about the Tower of
Babel, and I asked the students why G-d
scattered the builders of the Tower
preventing its completion. One student
pointed out that the motivation for building
the Tower was for the people to “make a
name for [them]selves” (11:4). I asked them
what that meant, and several students
reasoned that G-d had acted as He did because the builders had built for the sake of
their own glory rather than G-d’s. In parshat
Chayei Sarah, we read about Abraham’s
servant’s visit to Babylonia to find a wife for
Isaac. The servant reaches an agreement
one evening with Rebecca’s brother and
mother that Rebecca will accompany him
back to the Land of Canaan; but in the
morning, the brother and mother insist that
the servant and Rebecca stay for an additional ten days. Why, I asked, do you think
they reneged on their agreement? A student
raised his hand and pointed out that the
servant had given them gifts of silver and

Our religious school students are the pride
and joy of the Jericho Jewish Center. Many
of us can hardly imagine what being a child
must be like during COVID. The wearing of
a mask and the many restrictions place a
terrible burden upon them. Nevertheless,
our students have shown resolve and
endurance. For this reason, 4:30-6:30 p.m.
on Tuesdays is one of the most special
moments in my week. I witness the bright
ray of light in the eyes of our students, and I
hope that through this Chronicle message
you too, have been able to take some
nachas from them.

- 3-

JJC
From our President
Jay Sherman
One
of
the
biggest
opportunities of the year to
speak to the congregation is
the president’s Kol Nidre
address. Not unlike writing this
article, a great deal of
pondering is required until a
theme or subject is settled on.
And while my Kol Nidre
address is now a distant
memory for many of us, I would like to take this
opportunity to say thank you for your generosity. As I
have said before, your pledges will be put to good use
to help maintain the programs and services the Jericho Jewish Center provides our community.
The Jericho Jewish Center, candidly, is at a
crossroads, and like so many other Conservative
congregations, our vitality has been compromised by
COVID-19. One would hope that this challenging
period will conclude soon but there is no certainty
when that will happen.

and Rabbi Abelson are here for you. I encourage you
to call me or the Rabbi (or email or text) and let us
know if there is anything we can do to help you or help
make our not so normal lives better. Need groceries or
a small errand run? Perhaps dropping off bills or other
mail at the post office? Call us. Have a fear or concern
about the virus and just want to talk? Call us. I promise
we are willing listeners, and if we can’t help address
your request, I am confident a fellow member of the
Board of Trustees can help.

We ask for nothing in return except your continued
commitment to the JJC community and perhaps your
frequent participation in the weekly Zoom Shabbat
services that will resume in late November. And
please know that there are other opportunities and
programs you can attend in order to enjoy a brief
excursion outside, including our “Social Hour” events
sponsored by Jake’s Men’s Club.
Unprecedented
times
require
unprecedented
measures. Together we will cope and get through this
most difficult period.

What is certain, however, is that your lay leadership

JJC
From the Chair of our COVID-19 Task Force
Barbara Rosenblum
What could have possibly prepared us for a High
Holiday season under the dark cloud of Covid-19.
NOTHING!

of seat selection, blue tape marked off social
distancing and plexiglass separated our offices and
our Bimah.

As we began to discus celebrating the New Year, we
prayed that life could return to normal but earnestly
began to plan for the “what if “ scenario.

With the talent and expertise of several Congregants,
we purchased and installed video and audio
equipment. Our custodial staff installed the highest
quality air filters, and sanitizes the building
constantly .

The JJC COVID-19 Task Force began conversations
back in April and continues through today. We
gathered information from the CDC, United
Synagogue, The Jewish Theological Seminary,
neighboring congregations, as well as Governor
Andrew Cuomo and Nassau County Guidelines. We
attended Webinars and Zoom meetings and consulted several JJC physicians as to the efficacy of our
plan.
The reality of our world soon set in and with limited
resources we began the daunting task of providing a
comprehensive and COVID safe High Holiday season for our Shul.
We ordered hand sanitizers, gloves, masks, Lysol and
thermometers instead of challahs and honey. In lieu
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The office staff of one constantly updated the
Congregation, created an invaluable High Holiday
Survival Kit , distributed Prayer Books and created a
Registration system for all Services.
Throughout this entire process and to this day our
priority has been the health and safety of each and
every person who enters the Jericho Jewish Center
and to maintain a sense of community.
On behalf of the Task Force, I want to thank
Sisterhood and jake!s Men’s Club for their
sponsorship. May we all continue to be safe and
healthy.

JJC
From Past President
Martha Perlson
As congregants, we receive many forms of outreach
from the JJC Office each week. These missives may
take the form of electronic Weekly Bulletins, emails
from the Rabbi or the office and phone calls. To some,
these may bring comfort and connection, while others
may feel annoyance by the many pulls on our time.
On the other end of these dispatches, though, is our
extremely dedicated office staff, who are constantly
trying to keep our connections strong in a time of
forced physical disconnection.

little, she began to put the office back together. And,
here we are….
Congregants, who used to come into the office quite
regularly, whether to make a payments or donations,
speak with the Rabbi, stop by when dropping off
children for Religious School, or to buy a piece of
Judaica, chat after morning minyan and breakfast, or
to say hello, can no longer do this. They can attend
Zoom meetings or gatherings, but not interact in
person. Many feel isolated -some disconnected. The
office is just as busy as always, but quiet and often
lonely.

Just to give you a little perspective, the JJC office
looks much different now than it did before the
pandemic. In June of 2019 (which seems like much
more than a year and a season ago) the staff
consisted of Robin Rabinowitz, Galit Warner and
Laura Sameyah.

We have had some new additions to the staff during
this pandemic. Elissa is now the Office Manager and
in September, we hired Seema Luthra, our new Office
Assistant. Just prior to Religious School, our Director
Amy Kahane resigned and we were blessed to have
found Rachel Treshan as our new Religious School
Director. Religious School is now being held both
virtually AND in-person, for the time being. If, at a
point, Nassau County goes “yellow”, school will be 100
% virtual.

Robin, who had so much institutional knowledge
because
she had been our Religious School
Administrator, then bookkeeper, then Office Manager,
resigned. Rabbi Herman left for Florida, and Galit too
resigned. Elissa stepped in to help in the office, and
just when we thought the waters were calm, Laura,
who was the last man standing, left. OMG!!
DISASTER!!! And then we welcomed Rabbi Abelson
into this den of chaos.

The STEM school is slowly re-registering children. We
were pleased that for the High Holidays and beyond,
we were able to hold Shabbat morning services in the
sanctuary; of course the doors were open for proper
ventilation, some chose to sit outside while others
live-streamed from home.

Elissa, along with a wonderful team of volunteers,
came in to the office to try and help plug the dam.
Thankfully, Barbara Rosenblum came in daily to
oversee preparations for the High Holidays
and I started helping with the bookkeeping.
In mid August, an Office Administrator was
hired and had to learn EVERYTHING and
during our busiest time of year!

Our Zoom services will probably have resumed by the
time you read this edition of the Chronicle. Hopefully,
one day not in the too far distant future, things will
return to normal. And when they do, people will,
hopefully, come back. Rest assured that once you are
able to come back to the JJC, the office will be here to
welcome you because our dedicated office staff will
have been at work this whole time, keeping things
together.

Once we got a better footing, Kimberly Stahl was hired
as a part-time Financial Assistant in January of this
year. SOMEHOW, with everyone pitching in where we
could, and all working together, things got done.
In March, 2020, we all know what happened. Due to
exploding Corona virus infection rates, our synagogue
building was closed. Rabbi Abelson, who was still
feeling his way around, worked from home, without
any administrative help. The STEM school and AHRC
were also closed, so Elissa was the only one in the
building, except for minimum custodial staff. Little by

Please continue to read the JJC emails, letters, fliers
that are created just for you. The staff works hard to
make them festive, colorful, interesting and attractive
to get our attention and provide essential
information… maybe, every now and then, we can let
them know we appreciate their efforts.
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Sisterhood
From Sisterhood President
Cindy Tannenbaum
When I was growing up, I remember the saying “Every day should be
unwrapped like a precious gift”.
In this most challenging time, due to Covid-19, it made me think that we
should not take anything for granted. We need to live our lives one day at
a time and be thankful for what we have. Each day that we get through is
a precious gift.
How does one find the balance to stay safe and in touch with the world? The best way is to
be careful and find new ways to cope with our new normal. Even a simple trip to the store
can bring on so much fear. It is so important not to feel isolated. We have been most
fortunate that today’s technology has brought us Zoom and Live-streaming.
These are such clever tools to stay connected. Our challenges have been many, but the
Jewish New Year started with Live-streaming and Zoom at the Jericho Jewish Center. At
our Sisterhood, we not only have Sisterhood Board meetings via Zoom, but we now share
programs in this manner. We were pleased to offer our Sisterhood Membership a Jewish
Trivia program in September and we had a successful Chanukah Bingo night earlier this
month.
Sharing programs with other Sisterhoods has opened up even more programs to enjoy

Chanukah Boutique,
December 2019
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such as Challah baking, Trivia, and arts and crafts evenings. Since our Sisterhood is also
a part of BQLI, many more programs are available to our members in which to participate.
Jericho Jewish Center Sisterhood is proud to offer a program called Tea v Tikvah (Tea
and Hope), led by Shiri Cohen. This ongoing program has brought Sisterhood members
together on a regular basis. Members enjoy discussing a certain theme for each session,
as well as, sharing our hope for the week.
During this time, we should not forget how important it is to support our Sisterhood. We
value each member and hope that you will continue to enjoy membership in these trying
times. We cannot have ongoing programs without you!
If you have been a previous member, please take the time now to renew your
membership. We are honored to have such long-time members. Although we have many
fun events, we are also there for you during sad times.
The JJC Sisterhood is saddened about the passing of one such member, Rose Marshall.
Rose was one of the first Sisterhood members who welcomed me when I joined Jericho
Jewish Center. She was kind and dedicated to many causes and will be greatly missed!
We are honored to accept donations to Sisterhood in Rose’s memory. We have received
a generous donation from Carol and Martin Pine and from several of Rose’s co-workers/
teachers of Farmingdale High School Business Department.

We want to wish everyone a most joyous Chanukah and a very Happy New Year! We
hope that the year 2021 will be a healthy and less trying time for all! Hope to see you around
in more Zoom events!

Chanukah Party & Jewpardy,
December 2019
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JJC
A Guide to the Jericho Jew ish Center
Rabbi
rabbimatt@jerichojc.org

Matthew Abelson
516-938-2540 ext. 114

President
president@jerichojc.org

Jay Sherman
347-403-1780

Chairman of the Board
rosenalanj@gmail.com

Dr. Alan Rosen
516-822-0930

Financial Secretary
jjcfinancialsec@gmail.com

Stephen Goldfarb
516-435-5047

Vice President | Fundraising
satverbal@aol.com

Phyllis Jencius
516-353-8277

Vice President | Programming
mrhjeh@aol.com

Leslie Hartman
516-840-3497

Vice President | Membership
myben3@aol.com

Anita Haut
516-445-1111

Treasurer
ervinhfmn@hotmail.com

Erv Hoffman
516-965-1001

Recording Secretary
renak64@gmail.com

Rena Klein
516-659-4512

Office Manager
Elissa@jerichojc.org

Elissa Greenstein
516-938-2540 ext. 110

Education Director
Rachel@jerichojc.org

Rachel Treshan
516-938-2540 ext. 116

Director of Jericho STEM Academy
ilenem@jerichojc.org

Ilene Morrin
516-938-2540 ext. 129

Nursery School Assistant
mindyh.jjc@gmail.com

Mindy Hymowitz
516-938-2540 ext. 136

Office Assistant
Seema@Jerichojc.org

Seema Luthra
516-938-2540 ext. 111

Caterer
mark@kaycaterers.com

Mark Hametz
516-734-0418

Sisterhood President
tanner_mail@yahoo.com

Cindy Tannenbaum
631-889-5849

jake!s Men’s Club President
jake1955@optonline.net

jake! Jacobson
516-459-5009

jake!s Men’s Club Lieutenant
kriegerdb@gmail.com

Dan Krieger
516-978-5457
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כתר תורה

Keter means crown and is the
ornament on top of our Torah:
our gift from G-d uniting us as a people
The Keter Torah campaign began many years ago as a
fundraiser and is still strong today. There are several
contribution options available, and I welcome the
opportunity to discuss them with you.

The temple is only as strong as its
members & we need your support.
Please join me as a Keter Torah Contributor.
“Give until it feels really great ”.
…. Mark Perlson

For more information, please contact Mark 516-524-2423
SILVER KETER TORAH $2,400
Stephen
& Joanne
Herman
SILVER
KETER
TORAH
$2,400

GOLDEN
GOLDEN KETER
KETER TORAH
TORAH $3,600
$3,600

Stephen
Joanne$1,800
Herman
KETER&TORAH

Leslie
Blank
Leslie &
& Russel
Russel Blank
Bill
Fridman
Bill &
& Vera
Vera Fridman

KETER TORAH $1,800
SHOMER $1,000

Susan
Kaplan
Susan &
& Jay
Jay Kaplan
Barbara
Krieger
Barbara &
& Dan
Dan Krieger

SHOMER
$1,000 $500
TOMAICH
JJC (builder)
Gail & JJC
Steve(builder)
Goldfarb$500
TOMAICH

Martha
Perlson
Martha &
& Mark
Mark Perlson
Kay
Stein
Kay &
& Herb
Herb Stein

Gail & Steve Goldfarb
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Kol Nidre 5781
We would like to thank the following congregants for their
generosity during this year’s Kol Nidre Appeal.
Bonnie
Flora & Martin
Ruth & Sheldon
Dennis
Sandy
Stephanie & Mitchell
Florence
Diane
Susan & Jeffrey
Deborah & William
Linda
Beth & Stuart
Sharon
Lynette & David
Evelyn
Lawrence
Diane
Judy & Michael
Estelle & Arnold
Seymour
Marilyn
Cheryl & Seth
Fran
Elizabeth & Allan
Barbara & Marc
Jacueline & Jeffrey
Bess & Joseph
Rachel & Jeff
Avi & Martin
Lucille & Lester
Jamie
Barbara & Ivan
Pearl
Morton
Marcia & Howard
Terry & David
Joan
Susan & Sam
Rita and Martin

Adlman
Ahoubim
Amster
Anzel
Arnold
Barnett
Baumoel
Beer
Berkman
Bildner
Blumenfeld
Blumenstock
Botter
Buzen
Carlin
Ceasar
Charet
Cohen
Cohen
Cohen
Cole Rubin
Dank
Dinhofer
Durst
Ehrenpreis
Ehrlich
Eliav
Ellis
Feinstein
Fishman
Fridman
Fried
Friend
Gelb
Gendel
Ginzeburg
Glickman
Goldberg
Goldberg

Gail & Stephen
Ellen & Israel
Lynn & Steven
Linda & William
Bob
Leslie & Daniel
Anita
Diane
Lori & David
Erv
Robert & Barbara
Sharyn & Franklin
Gloria & jake!
Phyllis
Susan & Jay
Sandy & Bill
Miriam & Saul
Barbara & Richard
Barbara & Richard
Irene
Donna & Seymour
Lisa & Dennis
Arlene & Jerry
Barbara & Daniel
Debbie & Arthur
Gail & Jeffrey
Barbara & David
Ellen & Harold
Elaine & Theodore
Edna
Caren & Stephen
Gail & Harvey
Gail & Harvey
Judith & Marty
Jay
Susan & Marc
Aileen
Joan
Martha & Mark
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Goldfarb
Goldstein
Gordonson
Greenbaum
Grubin
Hartman
Haut
Hershkowitz
Hoch
Hoffman
Hordos
Hyman
Jacobson
Jencius
Kaplan
Kassimir
Katz
Kessler
Kessler
Kirsh
Kirshenbaum
Klein
Kleinstein
Krieger
Kupperman
Lampert
Levey
Levine
Lukew
Malekan
Mann
Marchbein
Marchbein
Mehler
Menachem
Mishan
Novick
Oxenberg
Perlson

Kol Nidre continued….If your name was omitted in error, we apologize and hope you will let us
know so we can publish in the next edition.

Sandy & Jacob
Judie
Muriel
Beverly & Gary
Linda & Alan
Barbara & Andrew
Robyn & Harris Kates
Bette & Lawrence
Ann Wiseman & Jay
Linda & Robert
Evelyn
Iris & Stanley
Irene & Jack
Mimi & Steven
Eleanor & Sanford
Phyllis & Donald
Beth & Gary
Phyllis & Howard
Nancy & James
Doris
Sharon & tobey

Rad
Raff
Rapaport
Romm
Rosen
Rosenblum
Rosenblum
Rosenthal
Rosner
Rothman
Rubin
Salomon
Sankari
Saunder
Scharf
Schechter
Schneiderman
Schultz
Sherman
Shinners
Silberstein

Barbara & Dennis
Laura & Edwin
Judy
Stephanie & Lloyd
Janice & Martin
Felicia & Bruce
Renee
Wendy & Philip
Susan & Nelson
Suzan & Gerald
Corinne & Jeffrey
Susan & Barry
Sylvia & Arnold
Arlene & Milton
Beth & Marc
Kevin
Ilana & Morad
Alice
Florence

Smiler
Smith
Solomon
Solomon
Stein
Sworkin-Berman
Tarkin
Taubman
Taxel
Weinstein
Weissberg
Weissberg
Wishners
Wittles
Wolf
Yeroushalmi
Yeroushalmi
Zimmerman
Zwerdling

J J C SIMCHA TREE
The Simcha Tree leaves can be purchased to commemorate a Simcha
such as the birth of a grandchild, a Bar / Bat Mitzvah, or to honor a
special birthday.
A leaf can be purchased for any happy occasion. Your message will
be engraved on the leaf. Choose a spot and the leaf is installed.
This is a lovely way to support the Jericho Jewish center and honor your
dear one. The cost of a leaf is $250.00. The “CHAI” stones are $1,800.
Contact the JJC Office 516-938-2540
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Synagogues Are Merging,
Delicately, as Jews Move

connected to it they feel.”

Such mergers have become increasingly common,
both here in the New York suburbs and in
historically Jewish metropolitan areas across the
country like Philadelphia, Chicago and Los
Angeles, as fewer Jews affiliate with synagogues,
congregations age and the overall population,
Jewish and not, shifts from the Northeast to the
South and Southwest. On Long Island alone, about
five mergers have occurred in the last few years,
and a dozen more are in various stages of
negotiation.

Excerpt from the New York Times article
By Paul Vitello
Sept. 11, 2007
WANTAGH, N.Y., Sept. 4 The courtship bogged
down over some of the usual questions of later-life
marriages: Whose domicile and whose furniture
would survive, for starters? Whose books?
Whose Holocaust Torahs would remain on display
and whose consigned to storage? What would
become of the memorial plaques those brass
plates inscribed with the names of deceased
congregants attached to the walls and pews of the
synagogues left behind?

Demographers point out that Jewish populations
have declined in some parts of the Northeast,
“there are simply too many synagogues, and not
enough people,” said Bruce F. Greenfield,
executive director of the New York metropolitan
region of the United Synagogue of Conservative
Judaism. “Especially in places that attracted large
Jewish populations 50 and 60 years ago.”

And as the two Conservative synagogues in
neighboring Nassau County villages merged there
were theological issues as well: What role would
women play, for example, in the conjoined
congregation, given that one partner had them
leading services while the other did not count them
in the quorum required for prayer?

United Synagogue now counts 740 synagogues
across the country down from 832 in 1970 but
that includes about 100 that have opened over the
last decade, many in Florida or California, while
another 100 have closed. The organization now
has experts on its staff to mediate as temples like
Farmingdale and Wantagh go through the difficult
merger process. “We try to get people talking
about the issues in a safe environment,” said one
rabbi. “These are such complex negotiations. Two
rabbis. Two cantors. Two boards of directors, two
buildings have to become one. And these are not
just ‘buildings.’ They are places where people are
named, bar mitzvahed, married.”

For almost a full year, members of the 60-year-old
Wantagh Jewish Center and the 80-year-old
Farmingdale Jewish Center wrestled intensely and
sometimes emotionally over those and other
issues in search of compromise, convinced that the
marriage was crucial to the survival of
their dwindling congregations. Farmingdale’s
membership had declined to about 130 families,
from 400 in the 1980s, while Wantagh’s had
dropped to 250 from 500 a decade ago.
“There was no way we could continue as we were,”
said Robert Cooper, who was
president of the
Farmingdale synagogue and is now co-president
of Farmingdale-Wantagh. “But it is a very
emotional thing, leaving a synagogue behind. It’s
difficult to describe how attached people are to the
physical structure of a temple, how deeply

Eileen Lamban, 69, became a bat mitzvah and
later married at the Farmingdale Jewish Center.
For most of her married life, she and her husband,
Shlomo, sat in the same pew, toward the back, on
the left side of the sanctuary, near the
commemorative plaques bearing the names of
- 12 -

their relatives. She is reconciled to the move to
Wantagh but cannot avoid tears when talking
about leaving her synagogue in Farmingdale.
“When I sat in that temple, I could see my
grandfather, and my husband,” she said. Both
are dead.

its willingness to change that
to become
“egalitarian,” in the language of Jewish
liberalization was from the start a fundamental
condition of the merger.
There was a host of equally profound and
some more mundane issues that filled months
of discussion among dozens of members of
both congregations, divided into a steering
committee and six subcommittees that met for
months. “One week, I had seven meetings,”
said Maddy Ross, the Wantagh half of the new
co-presidency.

Right away, members from Farmingdale could
see small differences in the way things were
done in Wantagh. In the old place, the cantor
faced the congregation; here, he faced the ark,
the cabinet containing the Torah scrolls. In the
old place, the Aleinu, a closing prayer, was
sung to a tune in which the first four bars were
repeated. Here, it is the same tune but there is
no reprise, which is confusing to people who
have memorized the Hebrew words in
conjunction with the melody. Farmingdale’s
monthly newsletter was called “Temple Talk”;
the new one is just “Newsletter,” which some
find impersonal and cold.

They had to decide not only what to do about
two rabbis but about an extra secretary and an
extra custodian (both kept on); about the lack of
wheelchair access in Wantagh (elevator to be
installed); about Farmingdale’s Torahs (to be
placed in Wantagh’s ark) and memorial plaques
(names of current members’ relatives to be
moved to the new temple, the rest to be placed
in storage); Farmingdale’s Holocaust Torah (a
relic from a Yugoslavian synagogue destroyed
in the early 1940s, to be placed on display after
an addition is built, but held in storage for now);
and Farmingdale’s stained glass windows
(ditto).

But Wantagh members probably had to make
the greater adjustment, at least in terms of
ritual. It was the more traditional congregation
of the two, and its female members had never
been counted toward the quorum of 10 people,
or minyan, needed for a communal service. So,
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Sponsor a Virtual Kiddush
Please e-mail or phone the JJC Office, 516.938.2540 Ext. 110 if
you are interested in sponsoring a Virtual Kiddush honoring or
memorializing a loved one or for a celebratory event.

TORAH FUND
Please note that Torah Fund cards are always available in the
temple office. Non-benefactor donation is $5.00 per card or 4
cards for $18.00. If you wish to have Torah Fund cards mailed for
you, please call Judy Cohen 516.931.0742 and she will be happy
to do so. All contributions to Torah Fund are always most
welcome.
Judy Cohen – dadmomsters@gmail.com

Jericho Jewish Center
430 North Broadway
Jericho, NY 11753
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