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PARASHAT VAYESHEV 

(November 30th - December 1st) 

Candle Lighting: 4:11 p.m. 

Friday 11/30: 6:00 p.m. - Shabbat Tefillot 

Saturday 12/1: 9:00 a.m. - Shabbat Tefillot 

Mincha/Ma’ariv: 12:30 p.m. 

 

PARASHAT MIKETZ 

(December 7th - 8th) 

Candle Lighting: 4:10 p.m. 

Friday 12/7: 6:00 p.m. - Shabbat Tefillot 

Saturday 12/8: 9:00 a.m. - Shabbat Tefillot 

Mincha/Ma’ariv: 12:30 p.m. 

 

PARASHAT VAYIGASH 

(December 14th - 15th) 

Candle Lighting: 4:11p.m. 

Friday 12/14: 6:00 p.m. - Shabbat Tefillot 

Saturday 12/15: 9:00 a.m. - Shabbat Tefillot 

Mincha/Ma’ariv: 12:30 p.m. 

 

PARASHAT VAYECHI 

(December 21st - 22nd) 

 Candle Lighting: 4:13 p.m. 

Friday 12/21: 6:00 p.m. - Shabbat Tefillot 

Saturday 12/22: 9:00 a.m. - Shabbat Tefillot 

Mincha/Ma’ariv: 12:30 p.m. 

 

PARASHAT SHEMOT 

(December 28th - 29th) 

 Candle Lighting: 4:18 p.m. 

Friday 12/28: 6:00 p.m. - Shabbat Tefillot 

Saturday 12/29: 9:00 a.m. - Shabbat Tefillot 

Mincha/Ma’ariv: 12:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

Shabbat Services for  

December 2018 

The Newsletter can also 
be read on our website! 

www.jerichojc.com 

 

 

Kay Caterers         
In need of a Special Shabbos or Holiday meal?   

Special occasion?   

Call us for all your catering needs 

 516 734-0418 

Mark@Kaycaterers.com 
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 Why do people come to shul? Some come 

to pray. Others come to learn Torah. Others 

come for the social experience. What I didn’t 

realize until recently is that some come to be 

entertained, to get away from the rollercoaster of 

life. 

 I’m a lover of comedy and once or twice 

during the winter I go to Brokerage Comedy Club 

in Bellmore. The humor I happen to enjoy is 

either related to current events/politics or about 

funny experiences in everyday life. I’m not a fan 

of slapstick. I viewed the comedy club or the 

theater rather than the shul as the place to go to 

get one’s released. With that being said, I have 

learned that some people appreciate the 

lightheartedness of a good joke or memorable 

anecdote from their rabbi. As one who likes to 

experiment with new things, doing a Reiki Torah 

guided meditation at Friday Night Live and 

planning to do Alef Bet Yoga and Bibliodrama in 

future months, I realized that humor is another 

tool in a rabbi’s arsenal to use. 

 I’m not sure I’ll ever be as funny as Jake! 

Jacobson or Max Fontak but that’s ok-humor is 

something individual rather than something that 

works with a scripted, copy-cat approach. Humor 

can come from a variety of sources. A gentleman 

(if I can call him that) at the Mid Island Y often 

shares with me jokes about rabbis, priests and 

nuns. Michael Cohen shared with me a great joke 

that was a rousing hit at a wedding I officiated. 

The particular humor used is not important; what 

is meaningful is that congregants get a chance to 

escape from life’s challenges and leave feeling 

good about themselves. 

 As I do not have an acting or comedic 

background, I welcome anyone who can share 

with me diverse approaches at bringing humor 

into the synagogue. As I mentioned at a Shabbat 

morning service, I plan to experiment; some of 

the things I try will fall flat on their face, others 

might work wonders beyond my imagination. 

With that being said, I think there is a place for 

humor on the pulpit, and I look forward to seeing 

what the reaction will be when I try it. 
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Humor and The Pulpit 



4 

 

 

 

 

Our band of Israeli travelers recently returned from a trip of a lifetime.  During our almost two weeks in Israel 
we experienced so many different emotions as we travelled from Tel Aviv, to the Golan to Jerusalem.  Each 
stop and conversation yielded new opportunities to bond with a country as well as obtain a better 
understanding of Israel’s people, their challenges and their blessings. 

As I reflect upon the highlights of our shared encounters, one thought continues to come to mind.  It is the 
appreciation that each of us has for those who contributed to make Israel the strong proud invigorated 
country that it is.  I parallel that to the Jericho Jewish Center where so many deserve our appreciation for 
what they do every day for the benefit of our community. 

Our first stop in Israel provided us with the opportunity to connect with the land, and plant oak saplings at a 
JNF forest in Neot Kedumim.  In Jericho we have our own Holocaust Memorial Garden which is surrounded 
by trees and flowers.  Here we appreciate the nurturing of our own garden. 

We visited the Tel Aviv neighborhood of Florentine where we meandered the streets during a Graffiti tour.  
We learned that graffiti isn’t vandalism but a means of making a statement about society whether it be the 
tragedy of Rabin’s assassination, the benefits of living in Jerusalem or Tel Aviv, or that each of us may be 
blind and sees things only the way we want to see them.  Do we appreciate that someone who sees an 
event or opportunity differently than we do still has a valid point? 

Our spines tingled as we stood in Independence Hall and heard a recording of David Ben Gurion announce 
the creation of the State of Israel, followed by the singing of Hatikvah on May 14, 1948.  Do we appreciate 
the foresight that the founders of the Jericho Jewish Center had in mind when they had a dream over 60 
years ago?  What are we doing to continue making their dream a reality? 

On our way north to Rosh Hanikra to visit the grottos and watch the sun set over the Mediterranean Sea, we 
were hosted for lunch by a Druze family.  Prior to our sitting at the table a young man who had recently 
completed his active duty in the IDF explained certain aspects of his religion to us and discussed the 
challenges he faces in the Israeli culture.  Do we appreciate differences among us and the efforts that so 
many expend for the benefit of the Jericho Jewish Center? 

While in the Golan we climbed Mount Bental and saw the Syrian border just beneath us.  Yaron, who we 
jokingly described as a cowboy in his red bandana, was our host for the visit.  He spoke about the efforts the 
Israeli army expended in providing medical treatment to Syrians impacted by their own civil war.  What can 
top those actions as deeds of kindness?  

As we travelled toward Jerusalem, we enjoyed lunch at Kibbutz Sde Eliyahu.  We learned that the social 
center of the kibbutz is the dining hall and that the synagogue and housing for seniors were both built nearby 
to highlight the importance of each to one another.  Unlike many other kibbutzim this facility continues to use 
agriculture as its primary source of revenue.  But rather than working the land, the kibbutz does so by raising 
insects to assist in farming, rather than using pesticides.  The kibbutz exports products to 32 different 
countries.  They have learned to appreciate and not violate the land. 

In Jerusalem we toured the Hurva Synagogue including walking around both the inside and outside of the 
dome.  Many of us remember that for years an arch built at ground level signifying where the synagogue 
would eventually stand.  We appreciate the resolve of so many who dedicated efforts to rebuild this edifice to 
provide a place of prayer and learning.  Do we appreciate the learning opportunities available to us in our 
community? 

 

 

  Richard Cepler  
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Year End tax planning 

 

As the end of the tax year is approaching, there are several tax efficient opportunities that you might 

want to consider for making your contributions to the Jericho Jewish Center. 

If you are age 70 ½ or older you can make contributions directly from your IRA to our synagogue.  You 

will not be taxed on the amount transferred from your IRA to the Jericho Jewish Center, and your gift will 

be considered part of your required minimum distribution. 

Additionally, you can contribute appreciated securities from your personal portfolio directly to the 

synagogue.  Your tax deduction is the fair market value of the donation on the date of the gift, and you 

don’t pay tax on the appreciation. 

A donor advised fund may be appropriate for your charitable profile. 

Please ask your employer if it has a matching gift program. 

Many congregants have used the methods described above.  If any of these techniques appeal to you, 

please consult your tax advisor to make sure that the donations are properly executed.  I would be happy 

to discuss any of these options with you as well. 

Richard Cepler 

Our trip to Hebron yielded so many emotions as we visited the tombs of our matriarchs and patriarchs then 
discovered that we walked into a service commemorating the completion of shiva in memory of a young son 
and member of a yeshiva community.  Earlier that morning our guide pointed out where Ari Fuld had been 
fatally attacked a few months ago.  She couldn’t hold back tears as she described a friend who had taught 
her children martial arts.  In the afternoon we visited the Gush Etzion Heritage Center where we experienced 
the reenactment of events which contributed to the establishment of the State of Israel.  After exposure to 
each of these three experiences we were all struck by the risks and contributions made by so many. 

We visited Yad v’shem where we discussed and explored so many unanswerable questions.  We continued 
to Mt. Herzl where we paid our respect to, among others, Michael Levine, who served as a catalyst to create 
protection for Lone Soldiers.  Later many of us welcomed Shabbos at the kotel joining scores of soldiers 
dancing in celebration of the coming of Shabbos. 

Natan Alterman wrote the poem “The Silver Platter” describing the price paid in the creation of the State of 
Israel.  Do we continue to appreciate the miracle of Israel and of our own synagogue? 

I want to express my appreciation to our group of travelers who shared their thoughts and ideas with one 
another throughout our journey.  J.J. Jonah and Dvorit Kamsler, the tour operators, arranged the logistics of 
the trip.  I want to thank Renee Halpert our expert guide.  Renee and her husband Joe left Toronto 25 years 
ago and “committed aliyah” with their two young daughters.  Each of their four children has served in the 
Israeli army.  Renee’s personal story supplemented by her passion and commitment to Israel as well as her 
vast knowledge base was immeasurable.  I want to publicly thank Helene.  Over the last year she invested 
so much effort, patience and emotion in ensuring a successful and meaningful journey for all of us. 

With appreciation, 

Richard Cepler 
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Amy Kahane,  

Educat ion Director   

The month of November the Jericho Jewish Youth Learning Center was extremely busy with many different 

experiential ways of learning. Making the Tower of Babel (without speaking to each other) with spaghetti and 

marshmallows, learning the Hebrew Chicken Dance with our Shinshinit, Noa. 

At our Friday Night Live service, the congregation participated in a Reiki Torah meditation.  The meditation is 

a form of deep relaxation and a sense of restoring and renewing your mind, body, and spirit with healing 

energy from our Torah. 

Shabbat Alive which takes place the first Saturday each month ( 11:00 Beit Midrash) continues to be a 

wonderful learning opportunity for students and adults. Come join us at a Shabbat Alive service. All 

congregants are invited. 

During Religious School, we discussed Hakarat HaTov, which means “being grateful”, in preparation for 

Thanksgiving. We discussed many prayers and especially the holiday of Sukkot, which speaks of gratitude 

and we shared with each other what each of the student is grateful for.  Each student was given a board with 

the word BRACHA to discuss with their families during their Thanksgiving celebrations. Each family was 

requested to make a comment inside the word of what each family member is grateful for. Take a look in the 

Ulam at the results. 

Join us for our 4th annual Community Hanukiah lighting on Tuesday, December 4 at 6:15 pm.  Please bring 

your own Hanukiah, candles and matches so we may bask in the light of Chanukah together. We then will 

indulge in the eating of latkes, sufganiyot and hot chocolate. The entire congregation is welcome!!   
 

[[  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 December 1 - 11:00 Shabbat Alive 

 December 4 - 6:15 Congregational Hanukiah Lighting 

 December 8 - Latke Cook-off 7:00 pm 

 December 14 - Friday Night Live Dinner 6:45 pm/Services 7:45 pm 

 January 13 - 10:30 Museum of Jewish Heritage, NYC 6 



I lene Morr in,  Director  

Jericho STEM Academy 
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December is a month that we at Jericho STEM Academy happily look forward to. In this busy 

month, we enjoy talking about all of the holidays that our little ones celebrate. We talk about 

families, friends, love, giving and sharing. We are lucky to have families from a variety of different 

cultures/religions who celebrate different holidays. It is so wonderful for us to be able to share our 

Jewish holiday traditions and to learn and appreciate our likenesses and differences. 

Early Bird Registration for the 2019-2020 school year has begun. Please tell all your friends about 

our wonderful school!  The only accredited preschool on Long Island! 

Some December events to look forward to at Jericho STEM: 

 Our Chanukah party is on December 7
th
.  Our students will make edible dreidels and sing our 

favorite holiday songs. 

 Holiday Parties with parents - December 20
th  

 

 Meet Bonnie Grubman, children’s author - December 5 

 School wide hibernation party - December 6 

 Trip to Shoprite - December 11 

 

VALET SERVICE – Please pull up to the curb near the valet sign between 9:00 and 9:15 every 

morning. Your child should exit the car on the curb side.   

PLEASE DO NOT PARK YOUR CAR NEAR THE CURB IF YOU ARE TAKING YOUR CHILD INTO 

THE SCHOOL. 

All of us at The Jericho STEM Science Academy/Jericho Jewish Center wish you and your family a 

very Happy and Healthy Holiday Season! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

S ISTERHOOD       
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“Sisterhood is good for the mind, body, and soul. It provides us with a sense of belonging!” 
 
All women are welcome to join the JJC Sisterhood! We began our new year with our first Sisterhood 
Garden Party on July 24th, a Summer Game Day on August 23rd  at the home of Lyn Buzen, and a 
membership dinner and author event on October 23rd  with the author of “The Look Alike”, Joseph Levy. 
All events were well attended and enjoyed by each attendee.  

                 
  Rena Klein was named our Torah Fund Woman of Achievement for 2018-2019! 
 
 

Holiday and Chanukah Boutique Our annual Holiday and Chanukah Boutique will be open on 
Tuesday, November 27th  and Tuesday, December 4th   in the library. STEM and After School 
Enrichment ( 2:30 to 4pm) and  Hebrew School (4 to 7pm). Please note that the boutique will be open 
later on Dec 4th until the end of the Sisterhood Chanukah Party. The office will assist you on other dates 
and times from Nov 27th to December 7th.  Check the flyer for details.  
 
Sisterhood Chanukah Party will be held on Tuesday, December 4th from 7:30 to 9:00pm. We will have 
latkes and snacks. Our program for the evening will be a fun evening of Bingo (with prizes) and a white 
elephant gift swap. This is a free event for all who want to participate, but in order to have adequate food 
and supplies, please RSVP by December 2nd by emailing sisterhoodjjc@gmail.com  with your name 
and phone number or if you do not have email, call Cindy Tannenbaum at 631-889-5849. 
 
Sisterhood Calendar: 
 Mah Jongg Events/Game nights/Canasta/Bridge. Please contact Roberta Ende . 
 Sisterhood Chanukah Party with Bingo and White Elephant Gift Swap – Tues, Dec 4th 7:30pm in the 

Ulam. 
 Sisterhood Holiday and Chanukah boutique – Nov 27 and Dec 4th and other dates to Dec 9th in the 

Library  
 
Cindy Tannenbaum, Sisterhood President   

Cindy Tannenbaum, President   



Found My Way Home 

My name is Galit Warner and I write to share the story of my Middle Eastern 

background and unique life experiences. A little bit about me: I am 36 years old 

and I was born in New York and raised in Great Neck.  The name my parents 

chose for me is a derivative from the Hebrew word Gal, meaning “sea wave”.  

Coincidentally, my maiden name, Dardashtian, derives from another body of 

water: Dardasht – meaning “oasis” in Farsi. Dardasht is a central neighborhood in 

Iran between Isfahan and Tehran where my ancestors are from. 

My roots stem from an Israeli and Persian Jewish background.  My mother was born in Iran, and when 

she was four she moved to Israel, a few years after Israel was established.  Times back then in Israel 

were very tough.  New settlers and immigrants were trying very hard to build a better life in their new 

home.  My father was born and raised in Tehran, Iran.  In 1964, my father moved from Iran to Israel to 

pursue his education at Technion-Israel Institute of Technology.  My parents met in Israel when they were 

both in college.  After a few years of dating (which involved a lot of love letters since it was largely a long 

distance relationship), they were married in Israel in 1971.  They then moved to Iran so that my father 

could fulfill the mandatory armed services requirement.  During that time, my mother, who had a teaching 

degree, taught Hebrew at an elementary school.  After a few years living in Iran, they moved back to 

Israel.  This was at the start of the Iranian Revolution when it started to get dangerous for Jews to 

continue living in Iran.  After completing his civic duty as a soldier, my father had difficulty finding a job in 

his field, civil engineering.  Thus, in 1979, my parents and my brother (who was 5 years old at the time) 

immigrated to New York, where they sought to build a better life for their budding new family. 

Upon arrival in the United States, my parents initially settled in Kew Gardens in Queens, among many 

other Persian Jews.  When I was three years old (in 1985), my family moved from Kew Gardens to Great 

Neck.  At that time, a lot of Persian Jews were moving from Queens to Great Neck.  As do many 

immigrants, my parents believed that they would be more comfortable living in an area amongst their 

community.  Great Neck (along with Los Angeles) is the modern day home of the Persian Jews.  As a 

brief background, the Jewish community of Persia, (known as Iran today since 1935), is one of the oldest 

in the Diaspora. Its historical roots reach back to the 6th century B.C.E., the time of the First Temple.  

Today, the number of Persian Jews in Iran is between 12,000 to 15,000, according to recent studies.  

There are few Hebrew schools, synagogues and kosher restaurants left in Iran.  Most of the Persian Jews 

moved to Israel, California and New York during the critical time when the Shah was overthrown in 1979, 

shortly before the Islamic Republic of Iran was founded.  In comparison, there are approximately 2,500 

Persian Jews living just in Great Neck, which is a small town enriched with Jewish culture. 

As a child, I made yearly trips to the motherland (literally & figuratively) - Israel.  It was very important to 

my mother that her children converse in Hebrew and make annual visits to her family in Israel.  In some 

ways, she felt like she abandoned her family and country when she came to the United States, and thus 

she wanted to make sure her children understood where they came from.  I grew up speaking Hebrew at 

home, as my first language.  When I started nursery school, my teachers told my parents to speak to me 

only in English because I was having difficulty grasping the language.  For this reason, I wasn’t taught 

Farsi, the Persian language, for fear of it interfering with my developing speaking skills.  I have learned to 

understand some of the language from friends and family members, but still struggle to speak in 

conversational Farsi. 

9 Continuation on page 10 



It was not all smooth sailing growing up in Great Neck though.  Growing up in this area as a Persian-

Israeli-American Jew was tough.  In school, I was teased for being Persian and for being a shy, quiet girl 

who was into her studies.  All my friends were either Persian or came from a Persian/Israeli background 

like me.  However, I felt like I did not fit in the Persian, Israeli or American communities.  I did not feel 

completely accepted by Persians because I did not speak the language; I didn’t have the same mentality 

or upbringing as Israelis, and I wasn’t “American enough” for Americans.  I felt very different from 

everyone and did not like who I was or where I came from. There were times I told my parents, I wanted 

to move and escape from the adversities.  

As I got older, I continued to struggle with the fact that I did not feel “American”.  I felt like a foreigner in 

the country I was born and raised in, and felt that no American would want to be my friend or be 

interested in me romantically.  I truly had an identity crisis.  What added to this crisis were the differences 

between my mother and father.  Whereas my mother was more of an open-minded Israeli, my father 

came from a more traditional mindset like many Iranians.  My parents at times would clash due to this 

difference, which made me feel conflicted.  This crisis pained my parents, who hated seeing me unhappy 

and confused.  My parents always taught me to stand up for myself, respect others who are different, and 

to always remember and carry my roots within.   In fact, my parents always shared their childhood stories, 

which greatly interested me and helped form who I am today.   Both of my parents came from a poor 

upbringing.  My father would tell me and my siblings about how kids following the Islamic faith used to 

beat him up as a child and call him a “dirty Jew”.  That made me feel grateful for living in a community 

amongst Jews.  I never felt that I experienced racism personally for being Jewish, or ever felt different for 

being of Jewish faith.  But my family members have.  Back during the time of the Iranian Revolution, 

young men would escape the country while young women stayed with their parents. I have relatives that 

have escaped from Iran in their teenage years during the revolution and are still living with the lasting 

painful effects.  One is an escaped prisoner, and one has been missing for many years - until confirmed 

recently that he was murdered. 

Through music, food and values, I learned to love all three cultures. My parents have told me I should be 

proud of coming from three different worlds and that my identity includes all three cultures, which makes 

me the unique person I am today.  I have learned from both of my parents that I came from quite a 

musical and artistic family on both sides.   My uncles and aunt on my mother’s side all play an instrument 

and love to sing and write poetry.  On my father’s side, I have a cousin who sings in Farsi at events; 

another cousin, who is a well-known cantor, and another cousin who is a singer in a music group and 

performs all over the world.   I realized that I have a musical and artistic side as well which I believe has 

been passed down to me.  I play the piano, love most music genres, belly dance and write poetry in my 

spare time.   

This shy Persian-Israeli-American girl from Great Neck now accepts and knows who she is.  My roots are 

always with me, and I enjoy the different cultures I come from and have friends from different nationalities 

and cultures.  I am married to a wonderful man from an Ashkenazi descent who accepts me and loves 

that I come from a large Persian/Israeli family. I thank my parents for instilling me with confidence through 

my heritages.  I, without a doubt, call America my home.  Israel is like a second home to me and has a 

special place in my heart.  I also hope that one day I get to visit Iran through my father’s eyes and see the 

beauty of the country. Through my own experiences of learning to accept my identity, I vow to teach G-d 

willing my child/children to embrace both their Sephardic and Ashkenazi heritage.   
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Mitzvah 613 Torah Campaign Pricing 

 Commissioning the Writing of the Torah:   

 $36,000 - Fulfilled  

 Torah Crown and Breastplate:                                     

 $18,000 - Fulfilled  

 Book of Torah: $7,200 per book 

 First Sentence of Torah: $5,400 - Fulfilled 

 Last Sentence of Torah: $5,400 

 High Holy Day Torah Cover: $3,600 - Fulfilled 

 HHD Special Occasions Torah Cover: 

 $3,600 

 7 Days of Creation: $600 per day, 7th Day - 

 Fulfilled 

 10 Commandments: $400 per commandment. 

 1st, 4th, 5th & 10th Commandments - Fulfilled 

 1 Entire Set of 10 Commandments - Fulfilled  

 Yad: $2,700 - Fulfilled 

 Song of the Sea: $2,400 

 Shema/V’Ahavta: $1,800 - Fulfilled  

 Birkat Kohanim: $1,800 - Fulfilled 

 Haazinu Poem: $1,800 - Fulfilled 

 Torah Portion: $1,080 (54 available) - 6

 fulfilled 

 Kiddush Cart Cover: $720 - Fulfilled 

 Chapter: $720 – 2 fulfilled 

 Name (person or place): $540 - 3 fulfilled 

 Torah Belt: $360 - fulfilled 

 Verse: $270 - 7 fulfilled 

 Word: $180 - 9 fulfilled 

 Letter: $100 for adult/$18 for children  

 18 and under - 15 letters fulfilled 
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The 613th commandment of the Torah is to 
write a Torah.  Even writing one letter of the 

Torah fulfills this mitzvah.   

Every single congregant at Jericho Jewish 
Center now has the opportunity to fulfill this 

mitzvah!!   

Jericho Jewish Center will be getting a new 
Sefer Torah in memory of Harriet and 

Norman Cohen, z”l.   

With this new Torah, we will have many 

learning and donation opportunities.   

The Religious School will be spearheading 
our first campaign.   We will be collecting 
304,805 pennies!  Why?  That is the exact 
number of letters written in a complete Torah.  

So start bringing your pennies in!! 

Mitzvah 613: Writing a Sefer Torah 

“And now, write for yourselves this song, and teach it to the Children of Israel. Place it into their mouths, in 
order that this song will be for Me as a witness for the children of Israel.” (Deuteronomy 31:19). While this is 
referring to the song of Haazinu near the end of the Torah, The Talmud (Nedarim 38a) has taken this to refer to 
the commandment for every Jew to write his/her own Sefer Torah (Torah scroll).  

It is a special skill to write a Torah, and it takes on average a year to do so. As many of us have other 
vocations, how then can we fulfill this command? According to Rabbi Moses Isserles (the Rema), we fulfill it by 
writing at least one letter in the Torah (Yoreh Deah 270:1 based off Menachot 30a).  

During the 2018-19 synagogue year, each of us will have the opportunity to fulfill this Mitzvah, thanks to 
the generosity of Neil and Sherry Cohen. Neil’s parents, Norman and Harriet z”l were members of the Jericho 
Jewish Center for almost 60 years. When Norman z”l passed away last year, Neil and Sherry sought to honor him 
through a gift to his spiritual home, the Jericho Jewish Center. Their generosity enables us to acquire a new Torah 
at JJC, a welcome addition, as most of our Torot are heavy and a number of them are pasul (unfit for ritual use). 
Each of us will have the opportunity to fulfill this commandment by donating for a letter, a word or a more 
substantial gift to be given in memory of a loved one or in honor of a simcha. All donors will receive a certificate of 
appreciation for their donation, will get to write a letter in the Torah and will have a photo taken with the scribe as 
this is done.  

Please send your gift in to the Jericho Jewish Center and indicate that it is for the Mitzvah 613 Torah 
campaign. Also please inform your family and friends, inviting them to contribute to our new Torah. Let us know if 
you are interested in participating in our Mitzvah 613 committee: we are looking for creative minds to plan 
educational programs around the Torah. Lastly, please indicate if it is in honor of a simcha or in memory of a loved 

one so that we can acknowledge it appropriately. You can donate online: www.jerichojc.com/mitzvah613/                                                                                   
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Complete Torah 
Neil & Sherry Cohen 
 
Torah Crown & Breast Plate 
Vera & Bill Fridman 
 
High Holidays Torah Cover 
Evelyn Rubin 
 
Torah Cover 
Fran Dinhofer 
 
First Sentence of Torah 
Beth & Gary Schneiderman 
 
7th Day of Creation 
Barbara & Andrew Rosenblum 
 
Yad 
Lisa Davis 
In memory of Frank Davis z”l 
 
Entire Set of 10 Commandments  
Iris & Stanley Salomon 
In honor of their children and              
grandchildren -The Zeitz and 
Ostrager Family 
 
1st Commandment (Exodus) 
Sue & Marc Mishan 
 
1st Commandment              
(Deuteronomy) 
Phyllis & Howard Schultz 
 
4th Commandment 
Hanit & Sherwin Gluck 
 
5th Commandment (Exodus) 
Anonymous 
 
5th Commandment  
(Deuteronomy) 
Ruth & Sheldon Amster 
 
10th Commandment (Exodus) 
Gail & Stephen Goldfarb 
 
In greatest need 
Sylvia & Arny Wishner 
In honor of Sylvia 
 

Estelle & Arnold Cohen 
 

Lori & David Hoch 
 

Shema/V’Ahavta 
Anonymous 
 
Birkat Kohanim 
Erv Hoffman 
 
Ha’azinu Poem 
Joanne & Stephen Herman 
 
Torah Portion: Vayera 
Lori & David Hoch 
 
Torah Portion: Vayeshev 
Linda & Alan Rosen 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Torah Portion: Korach            
Susan & Jay Kaplan 
 
 

Torah Portion: Shoftim                      
Susan & Jay Kaplan 
 

Torah Portion: Toldot                                      
Barbara & Dan Krieger 
 
Torah Portion 
Helene & Richard Cepler 
 
Kiddush Cart Cover 
Avigal & Martin Feinstein 
 
Chapter: Genesis 22 
Lori & David Hoch 
 
Chapter: Genesis 24 
Ilene & Joel Joachim 
Hesed of Rebecca, one of the 
matriarchs 
 
Name 
Joanne & Stephen Herman 
Aharon               
 
Martha & Mark Perlson 
 
Jane Zimmerman 
 
Torah Belt 
Anita Haut 
In memory of her parents 
 
Verse (Exodus 20:12) 
Cathy & Bruce Baumgarten 
 
Verse (Deuteronomy 31:6) 
Joan Oxenberg 
 

Verse (Deuteronomy 31:7) 
David Eisenberg 
 
2 Verses (Genesis 6:9 and Ruth 
4:11) 
Rhonda & Eric Starr  
In honor of Noah and Leah 
 
Torah Mitzvah Verse 
Sandy & Bill Kassimir 
 
Barbara & Dennis Smiler  
 
Word 
Phyllis Jencius 
Lech Lecha (2 Words) 
 
Judy & Michael Cohen 
V’Ahavta  
 
Leslie & Russell Blank 
 
Arlene & Milton Wittels 
 
The Blank Family 
 
Sandy & Bill Kassimir 
 
Lynne & Michael Barsky 
 
Debbie & Bill Bildner 
Ohev 
 
Letters 
First letters of their grandchildren   
Barbara & Dennis Smiler 
 
First letters of her grandchildren 
Anita Haut 
 

Two adult letters and one child letter 
Deborah & Arthur Kupperman 
 

Adult Letter 
Naomi & Ira Handell 
 

Two letters for Ella and Joseph 

Jessica & Anthony Kobets 
 

Letter 

Suzan & Gerald Weinstein 

 

 

 

 

 

Jericho Jewish Center’s 

MITZVAH 613 Sefer Torah Program 
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The Holocaust Memorial Garden in Winter 
By Martha Perlson 

 

Seven bricks have been ordered and hopefully, will be installed before the cold of winter prohibits further 

expansion of our Memorial Walkway for awhile. The cold is off-putting. Many of our congregants are 

preparing to skip winter this year, moving south for several months, searching for the endless summer. 

If you are one of those like me, who will be here for (at least, part of) the  winter, please take this 

opportunity to take a walk through our memorial garden. It will look quite different during this season. Let 

me quote you a paragraph from a favorite book of mine, The Garden in Winter, by Suzy Bales. “Fall, 

after a blaze of glory, collapses in a heap on home plate.  Once fall fizzles out, the trees are denuded, 

the garden’s bones are bare, and lost vistas are regained.  Winter, the honest season, stands up naked, 

hiding nothing! Any plant left standing, bare or dressed, is an unsung hero.”   

Wow!  That inspired me to take a walk through the garden on my way to Shabbat services this past 

weekend. It was cold, but I imagined the trees that could be planted in the bare soil next to the fence 

abutting the Jericho Fire Department. There were a few hardy souls with their buds still in bloom, and it 

was strange to see their yellow and red flowers, dried out as they were. The Weeping Cherry trees, 

planted to memorialize several people who brightened our congregation, were without leaves, but I know 

they will return in spring. Fallen leaves covered many of our bricks, but there were many that were still 

visible, and I enjoyed reading the names of people who had bricks installed in their honor.  

Bill Kassimir, our Keeper of the Garden, has tended to this garden for many, MANY years. He talks of 

retiring, but I know it’s only talk. Let’s keep him busy this spring with brick orders and plantings! Please 

purchase a brick in honor of a loved one or a simcha.  They are ONLY $118 and will be a permanent 

reminder. Contribute to the Garden Maintenance Fund with any amount of your choosing.  

The winter garden makes no demands of Bill’s time, but come April or May, I look forward to seeing Bill 

oversee the installation of the bricks you have purchased over the winter and planting a variety of 

flowers and trees to adorn our Holocaust Memorial Sculpture.   

Take a walk and see for yourself! 

In the meantime, please call the office and order a brick or contribute to the Garden Fund! Stay safe and 

warm!! 

________________________________________________________________________
    

KRISTALLNACHT REVISITED 

 

As the only synagogue in the area, annually commemorating Kristallnacht, the beginning of the 
Holocaust, it was most gratifying to welcome quite a few outsiders from the community.  We thank 
Anita Weisbord for her most interesting Power Point presentation, as she recounted her survival in 
the United Kingdom getting there via the Kindertransport.  She was fortunate to be reunited with her 
parents, who had survived under the most dire conditions.  Unfortunately, most of the 
Kindertransport survivors never got to see their families again.  WE MUST NEVER FORGET! 

 

Evelyn Rubin 



 Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

In memory of Al Kaufman z”l: 

 Alan Feldman 

 

 Kiddush Fund 

 Helene and Richard Cepler 

 Doris and Stanley Shinners 

In honor of the births of Irene Kirsh’s grandchild 

and Ethan Scott Goldenberg: 
 

 Martha and Mark Perlson 

In honor of the birth of Dylan Eli Kates: 

 Marcia Kornbluth 

 Mimi and Saul Katz 

In honor of the Bat Mitzvahs of Ariel Guttman and 

Maya Akiva: 

 Martha and Mark Perlson 

In honor of Bronx Shabbat: 

 Sylvia and Arny Wishner 

 Sandy and Bill Kassimir 

 Nancy and Jay Sherman 

In honor of Queens Shabbat: 

 Diane Charet 

 Fran Dinhofer 

 Helene and Richard Cepler 

 Joan and Alan Siegel 

 Susan and Marc Mishan 

 Gloria and jake! Jacobson 

 Nancy and Jay Sherman 

 Linda and Alan Rosen 

 Martha and Mark Perlson 

In honor of Alan reading the Haftarah: 

 Linda and Alan Rosen 

In memory of the Pittsburgh victims: 

 Nancy and Jay Sherman 

 

 General Fund 

In honor of the birth of Levi Jordan Perlson and 
Magnolia Fay Santillo, and the birth of Sandy & 

Barney Krochek’s grandson: 

 Helene and Richard Cepler 

In honor of Rose Marshall’s succah in 1975: 

 Helene and Richard Cepler 

In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Maya Akiva: 

 Gilbert H. Daniels 

In honor of the birth of Levi Jordan Perlson: 

 Harriet and Barry Goldenberg 

In honor of the birth of Dylan Eli Kates: 

 Vera and Bill Fridman 

In honor of the engagement of Michael Sankari and 

Jaime Carson: 

 Vera and Bill Fridman 

In memory of Mildred Lewi z”l: 

 Helene and Richard Cepler 

 

 Torah Repair and Maintenance Fund 

In honor of the birth of Dylan Eli Kates: 

 Sylvia and Arny Wishner 

In memory of Mildred Lewi: 

 Sylvia and Arny Wishner 

 

 

 

 

D ONATIONS 
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If we omitted your donation, we                   

apologize.  Please advise us for inclusion in 

the next newsletter. 

Please contact the office, 516-938-2540. 

With your donation, please indicate which 

fund it is being  contributed to.  

Please remember to put down which fund you 

are donating to. 

JERICHO JEWISH CENTER 
SIMCHA TREE  

 

 
 

 
 

 
The Simcha Tree leaves can be purchased to 
commemorate a Simcha such as the birth of a 
grandchild, a Bar / Bat Mitzvah, or to honor a special 
birthday.  
 
A leaf can be purchased for any happy occasion. 
Your message will be engraved on the leaf. Choose a 
spot and the leaf is installed.   
 
This is a lovely way to support the Jericho Jewish 
center and honor your dear one. The cost of a leaf is 
$250.00.  The “CHAI” stones are $1,800. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you.   
Galit Warner 516-938-2540 

The Congregation extends 

condolences to: 

Aileen Novick, in memory of her 

beloved husband & congregant, 

Murray Novick 

 

Sponsor ing a  K iddush  

Please e-mail or phone if you are interested in 
sponsoring a Kiddush honoring or memorializing 
a loved one or for a celebratory event.  
 
Kay Caterers offers a more elaborate kiddush as 
well. The prices are based on a 75 person 
Congregation Kiddush;  there is an extra charge 
for additional guests.  
 
In addition, if anyone is interested in hosting a 
Minyan Breakfast that, too, is available. I would 
be happy to discuss each of the options in detail 
with you regarding content and cost. 
 

Please contact me if you are interested in 
sponsoring a Kiddush, breakfast or luncheon in 
honor or in memory of someone.  We have many 
options that we can work with you. 
   

Judy Solomon  
(516) 938-7538, judyds@aol.com 

 Holocaust Memorial Garden 

In honor of the birth of Dylan Eli Kates: 

 Linda and Alan Rosen 

 Gloria and jake! Jacobson 

In memory of Murray Novick: 

 Gloria and jake! Jacobson 

 

 Youth Enrichment & Education Fund 

In honor of the birth of Dylan Eli Kates: 

 Phyllis and Charles Jencius 

 

 

D ONATIONS 
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Anonymous 
Bonnie & Fred Adlman 

Flora & Michael Ahoubim 
Royce & Dotan Akiva 

Ruth & Sheldon Amster 
Dennis Anzel 

Rita & David Arlen 
Stephanie & Mitchell Barnett 
Cathy & Bruce Baumgarten 

Florence Baumoel 
Diane Beer 

Susan & Jeffrey Berkman 
Bernard Berko 

Felicia & Bruce Berman 
Deborah & William Bildner 

Linda & Michael Blumenfeld 
Beth & Stuart Blumenstock 

Lynette & David Buzen 
Larry Ceasar 

Helene & Richard Cepler 
Diane Charet 

Estelle & Arnold Cohen 
Judy & Michael Cohen 
Robin & Jack Cohen 

Ruth & Seymour Cohen 
Cheryl & Seth Dank 

Fran Dinhofer 
Bruce Dorman 

Elizabeth & Allan Durst 
Jaqueline & Jeffrey Ehrlich 

Bess & Joseph Eliav 
Lorraine & Lawrence Elowsky 

Avigal & Martin Feinstein 
Lucille & Lester Fishman 

Vera & Bill Fridman 
Dorie & Mark Fridman 

Jamie Fridman 
Barbara & Ivan Fried 

Cynthia & David Friedman 
Pearl & Philip Friend 

Gail & Stanley Garfunkel 
Morton Gelb 

Marcia & Howard Gendel 
Rita & Martin Goldberg 

Susan & Samuel Goldberg 
Harriet & Barry Goldenberg 

Gail & Stephen Goldfarb 
Irene & Allen Goldstein 

Lynn & Stephen Gordonson 
 

James Green 
Rhonda & Barry Green 

Mark & Jody Greenbaum 
Linda & William Greenbaum 

Shirley & Robert Grubin 
Naomi & Ira Handell 

Anita Haut 
Karina & Rabbi Ben Herman 
Joanne & Stephen Herman 

Diane Hershkowitz 
Lori & David Hoch 

Barbara & Bob Hordos 
Sharyn & Franklin Hyman 

Phyllis Jencius 
Marisa & Bryan Joachim 
Amy & Stephen Kahane 

Florence & Sheldon Kantor 
Susan & Jay Kaplan 
Sandy & Bill Kassimir 

Mimi & Saul Katz 
Barbara & Richard Kessler 

Irene Kirsh 
Donna & Seymour Kirshenbaum 

Lisa & Dennis Klein 
Rena Klein 

Arlene & Jerry Kleinstein 
Jessica & Anthony Kobets 
Barbara & Daniel Krieger 

Deborah & Arthur Kupperman 
Debra & Stuart Leeds 

Linda Lembo 
Barbara & David Levey 
Ellen & Harold Levine 
Anita & Robert Lipsky 
Harriet & Saul Lorber 

Edna Malekan 
Caren & Stephen Mann 

Gail & Harvey Marchbein 
Miriam & Rabbi Robert Marcus 
Alan Markowitz & Dana Vesely 

Rose Marshall 
Shari & Jay Menachem 
Susan & Marc Mishan 

Aileen Novick 
Joan Oxenberg 

Martha & Mark Perlson 
Barbara & Arnold Peskin 
Sharon & Marvin Price 

 
 

 
Robin & Michael Rabinowitz 

Sandy & Jacob Rad 
Judith Raff 

Rapaport & Waldhauser Families 
Fred Robinson 

Linda & Alan Rosen 
Barbara & Andrew Rosenblum 
Lawrence & Bette Rosenthal 

Jay & Ann Rosner 
Linda & Robert Rothman and Family 

Evelyn Rubin 
Marilyn & Albert Rubin 
Linda & Mark Rudes 

Iris & Stanley Salomon 
Irene & Jack Sankari 

Miriam & Steven Saunders 
Eleanor & Sanford Scharf 

Phyllis & Donald Schechter 
Beth & Gary Schneiderman 
Phyllis & Howard Schultz 

The Schuster Family 
Betty & Maurice Schwartz 

Nancy & Jay Sherman 
Bernard Silinsky 

Linda & Richard Simon 
Carol Slotkin 

Barbara & Dennis Smiler 
Laura & Edwin Smith 

Judith Solomon 
Stephanie & Lloyd Solomon 

Rhonda & Eric Starr 
Kay & Herb Stein 

Renee & Malvin Tarkin 
Wendy & Philip Taubman 

Susan & Nelson Taxel 
Faina & Fred Weingarten 

Suzan & Gerald Weinstein 
Susan & Barry Weissberg 

Elliot Wexelman 
Sylvia & Arny Wishner 

Edith & Steven Wishner and Family 
Arlene & Milton Wittels 

Iris & Joel Yohai 
Jane Zimmerman 

Florence Zwerdling 

 

 
 
 

Thank you to all who contributed to Kol Nidre 5779 
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The listing includes actual receipts through November 26.  If a donation was inadvertently excluded, 

please advise us and an acknowledgment will be included in subsequent newsletters.  We look 

forward to including your generous contribution in the future. 



Sylvia & Arny Wishner 
In memory of her mother, Mildred Biernoff                      

and his father, Nathan Wishner 
 

Jerry Kleinstein 
In memory of his father, Hirem Kleinstein 

 
Stanley Garfunkel 

In memory of his father, Julius Garfunkel 
 

Lawrence Ceasar 
In memory of his mother, Rose Ceasar 

 
Iris Salomon 

In memory of her brother, Martin Levine 
 

Dennis Anzel 
In memory of his mother, Sarah Anzel 

 
Linda Frank 

In memory of her father, Pasteur 
 

Bob Hordos 
In memory of his grandparents,                                      

Lena and Joseph Epstein 
 

Martha Perlson 
In memory of her mother, Lillian Roth 

 
Rita Thur 

In memory of her father, Joseph Katz 
 

Beth and Mark Wilkow 
In memory of his father and grandmother,                       

Elliot Wilkow and Lillian Coleman, and her mother and 
grandmother, Sheila Kasten and Anita Rittenberg 

 
Felicia and Bruce Berman 

In memory of her parents, Lorraine and Stanley 
Dworkin, great-aunt and great-uncle, Sylvia and 

George Krakower, and his mother, Enid Rae Berman 
 

David Ginzburg 
In memory of his mother, Pearl Ginzburg 

 
Bill Kassimir 

In memory of his father, Joseph Kassimir 
 

Florence Zwerdling 
In memory of her father, Joseph Zimmer 

 
 

The Meisel Family 
In memory of Benjamin Meisel 

 
Martin Ratner 

In memory of his mother, Pauline Ratner  
 

Richard Kessler 
In memory of his mother, Dorothy Kessler 

 
Jay Sherman 

In memory of his father, Marvin Sherman 
 

Vera Fridman 
In memory of her father, David Sabov 

 
Bernard Berko 

In memory of his sister, Helen Gelb 
 

Marc Mishan 
In memory of his mother, Lena Mishan 

 
Barbara Kebart 

In memory of her mother, Dorothy Rosenblum 
 

Fran Dinhofer 
In memory of her son and mother-in-law,                      

Michael Dinhofer and Estelle Dinhofer  
 

Bonnie Adlman 
In memory of her mother, Muriel Weinberg 

 
Nancy Bessen 

In memory of her father and mother-in-law,  
Felix Shaffer and Pauline Bessen 

 
Jay Kaplan 

In memory of his mother and grandfather,  
Miriam and Kusiel Kaplan 

 
Fred Robinson 

In memory of his wife, Shirley Robinson 
 

Florence Kantor 
In memory of her father, Philip Thrope 

 
Barbara Smiler 

In memory of her father, Abraham Wolkin 
 

Albert Drutman 
In memory of his mother, Rebecca Drutman 

 
Riva Meyerovitz 

In memory of her father, Robert H. Roberts 
 

Lucille Fishman 
In memory of her father, Nathan Arkowitz 

D ONATIONS CONT’D  
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Yahrzeit Donations  

We are grateful for the following 

donations in the memory of a loved one 
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Debra Adelman  Marilyn Moss 

Karl Brodzansky  Robin Rabinowitz 

Bernard Silinsky  Ebrahim Moadel 

Leslie Blank   Patrice Trichon 

Florence Kantor  Sandy Krochek 

Elaine Lukew  Alan Rosen 

Leslie Berman  Bette Rosenthal 

Judith Solomon  Bruce Baumgarten 

Linda Brownstein  Laurie Pessah 

Robin Smith   Deborah Bildner 

Fred Adlman  Ivan Fried 

Miriam Katz   Shawn Brown 

Harold Levine  Arthur Arschin 

Joan Oxenberg  Robert Grubin 

Cynthia Friedman  Martin Stein 

Steven Seiden 

Best wishes to our members  
celebrating a birthday                   

in December! 

 

 

 

Beth & Fary  

Happy Anniversary to  
our  December  

couples!  
 

Bi l l  & Sandy Kassimir  

Rose & Arnold Sofer  

Helene & Richard Cepler  

Jaquel ine & Jef f rey Ehr l ich  

Renee & Malv in Tark in  

Anita & Rober t  L ipsky  

Mir iam & Saul  Katz  

Mir iam & Rober t  Marcus  

Bever ly & Gary Romm  

Fran & Larry Gelfand  

Lisa & I ra Present  

Nancy & Jay Sherman  

Janet  & David Yous ian  

Marcia & Howard Gendel  

Donna & Sy K irshenbaum  

 

 

The Congregation Extends a Warm Mazel Tov to: 
 

 
Barbara & Andrew Rosenblum and Pearl & Philip Friend on the birth of their  

grandson and great-grandson, Dylan Eli Kates 



19 

TORAH FUND 
 

We wish to thank all our Benefactors who 
have pledged for 2018-19.  As you well know, 

the donation is tax deductible.  If you have 
not as yet received the new pin, it is being 

mailed to you in the near future.  As a 
Benefactor, you are entitled to pick up cards 

as needed, in the temple office. 
  

We welcome all our Sisterhood members to 

avail themselves of the beautiful and 
meaningful Torah Fund cards at $5.00 per 

card or 4 cards for $18.00. If you wish to have 
Torah Fund cards mailed for you, please call 

Ruth Cohen at 516-931-5916 and she will be 
happy to do so.  All contributions to Torah 

Fund are tax deductible . 
 

Please contact the undersigned for more 

information. 
 

Evelyn Rubin – 935-1377 

Judy Solomon – 938-7538 

Thank you to the following Keter Torah Supporters of the  

2018 - 2019 JJC Fiscal Year: 
 

 

GOLDEN KETER TORAH  $3,600 

Helene & Richard Cepler 

Vera & Bill Fridman 

Martha & Mark Perlson 

Kay & Herb Stein 

SHOMER $1,000 

Joanne & Stephen Herman 



Jericho Jewish Center 

430 North Broadway 

Jericho, NY 11753 

Jericho Jewish Center is now                      

on Instagram!! 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow us!                                               

Our username is:                                

JerichoJewishCenter 

PLEASE MAIL TO: 


